
AGM 30
th

 June 2010 

The annual meeting has been booked for the 30th of June at 8pm in the Town Hall 
and in keeping with tradition, I promise to keep this to an hour at most. This is an 
opportunity to hear about the Friendôs new projects and to offer up ideas, concerns or 
maybe volunteer to do something in the park. Please come along as otherwise I feel 
stupid talking to an empty room. 

At the last AGM I asked, nay begged for someone to take up the role of secretary and I 
am delighted that Jules Chard agreed to step into the breach (though I think perhaps 
she misheard and thought that I said beach.) 

I also pleaded and begged for someone to manage the Friendôs Web Site and we now 
have not one but a team of three who keep us up to date. Please do visit the site and 
feel free to suggest what should go up there or see what is happening in the park. 
Thanks to Roger, Andrew and Phil for all their hard work. 

Well, I can hardly begin 
this newsletter without a 
word of apology. I suppose 
I could begin with Happy 
Christmas, Happy New 
Year, Happy Easter and of 
course, hereôs looking for-
ward to a lovely summer. 
Such has been the tardi-
ness of this newsletter. I 
hope that you will forgive 
me but due to personal 

Introduction from the Chairman  

circumstances I have not 
had as much time as I 
would have liked and as a 
result the newsletter has 
suffered. 

That said, the Friends 
have gone from strength to 
strength and the results 
can be seen everywhere in 
Lowndes Park so thank 
you all for your on going 
support. 
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We are ready to submit the second stage of the bid to the lottery under the Parks for People scheme. We have 
successfully got through the first stage and now that we have designs and accurate costings it is full steam ahead. 

The new area will have a large canopy and will get rid of the water staircase and refurbish the surface of the area. 
The Friends, particularly Sheila and Rosemary, have made a huge difference to the borders which look the best 
they have looked in four years. 

Skottoweõs pond steps in their heyday  
(before the cascade) Performance Area 
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In this issue: 



The annual Green Flag judging took 
place on the 28th of May. Before the 
big day I walked around the park with 
the Town Clerk to see what else 
needed doing. I have to say that every-
one connected with the park should 
be thrilled to see the improvements 
and it goes to show what has been 
achieved with a partnership between 
the Town Council, the Friends and 
the park staff. 

It was also obvious that there is a clear 
plan and that there is a list of priori-
ties to guide the future development 
of the park. It is great to think we are 

a part of that and I hope that it will 
continue for some time. 

However, donôt let us get ahead of 
ourselves. First we need to win back 
the Green Flag. 
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Green Flag Inspection 28th of May  
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Domestic Geese 

thanks to you we should now have a 
magnificent show next winter. 

However, the campaign goes on and 
we are hoping to raise more money 
this year to buy more bulbs in order to 

make Lowndes Park a delight through-
out spring. If you would liked to do-
nate to our Spring Forward Appeal, 
please contact our treasurer Phil Folly. 

Spring Forward 
The planting of 5000 snowdrops was a 
direct result of our Spring Forward 
campaign and thanks to everyone who 
donated money to make it possible. 

In addition at the end of winter/ 
spring we asked if anyone had any 
spare snowdrops (in the green) that 
they would like to donate to extend 
our project of filling the Rue de 
Houilles walk with snowdrops. As ever 
the response was phenomenal and 

The publicõs response was 

phenomenal 

And I use the term deliberately. Despite some rather biased/unfair reporting we 
carry on and a full response to the geese issue is posted on the web site. I do not 
wish to take up valuable space here other than to say that the Friends raised the 
issue from the membership and continue to fully support the policy taken by the 
Town Council. 
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Thanks to the sterling work of 
Joan Clark we now have a hardy 
band of volunteers who give up a 
Sunday morning each month to 
benefit the park. This brilliant 
team have implemented a man-
agement plan for the Wild Area 
(the area formerly occupied by 
the swimming pool). They have 
planted bulbs and fox gloves, 
cleared or reduced patches of 
Blackberry and Nettle and have 
provided paths through the area. 
In winter we created invertebrate 
refuges and we now need to raise 
money for some decent signage to 
explain what is going on. 

The working group has also had a 
massive clear up at the Archena 
Gardenôs entrance which now 
looks much less foreboding. 

For those of you who walk to the 
top of the park you can now see 
the results of our first project, 
notably the removal of many of 
the oak saplings which will allow 
those remaining to develop into 
healthy trees in a series of copses. 

On the wettest day imaginable in 
December we planted 5000 snow-
drops around the bases of trees 
along the Rue dô Houilles these 
were late going in so we were not 
too surprised to only see one 
flower from the result of our ef-
forts but these will provide an 
early splash of colour in 2011. 

Friends Working Group 
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Trees planted by Friends of Lowndes Park 5 December 2009 

We need to raise money for 

signs to explain what is 

going on 


